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PREFACE 



This Libtoiical drama "Balamaitandavnaya'' is an m 
\dlUctbie addition to the Tnvandrum Sanskrit Series Anait 
from tint, the edition o thi* work in this senes which owes 
itb puWication to the enlightened pitronage of His Most Gra- 
cious Highness the Maharaja ot Travancore is also a fulfil- 
ment ot our duty m the light ot its singularity 

The authoi ot this drama discloses his name 
in 'i oonundumi ui the Piastavani, 



'' ( p 
through the aoliess in hei speech, 






^naR f^Rr f%3^n%r'' 

ind in tljo ond of the manuscupt after the Bharatavakya 
1 ' ^W^4f^1^<prr^- 



Tiadition has it that this Devaraja belonged to a 
Brahmin family that nngiated from Patlamadai m the Tin 
nevollj Disfnct and Fettled^at J[idma, a village near Suchin- 
dram in South Tiavancoro and that being well- versed in all 
branches ot ancient lore, and an early dependent of the 
pnnce Itiuia Varma, nephew of [His Highness Martanda 
Varma he became the chief of the Pandits attached to the 
palace That his father $5adrj was a vedic scholar revered 
by all could be gathered fiom the stinza, 



u" (p 111), 



Mr T t Padmanabha Aiyar B A , Tahsildar, Vilavanoode 
Taluk (Tra\ancore), who is known to be a descendant of the 



author's famih *iit* to us - 'I ieerred the matte to the 
elder member* of my familv Devai ^a whoso full n me 
* Oevattp gletraf, m> grand father', giand-fa ther m 
the male line He was one of the donees of the A&ramam 
Villase, near Suchindram, *hich as you know, wa gifted 
overdo 12 Brahmms undei a royal gift-deedm the year 
940 M E He *a* theiefoic a contemporary of His Hign- 
ness, the famous Martanda Varma and his successoi _ Rama 
Yarm^ No further information is available about his lite 



arm^ o u 

His ancestral place was, I learn, PattimadaT m the rmncvelly 
District A\herefrom he migrated to Tiavancore 

It ib by all means clear that the poet is a contemporary 
of His Highness Maitanda \ arma from the dedication ot the 
\\ork to His Highness, 



H" (p 116) 

and from the awarding of piesents, by His Highno<5s, to the 
poet, 



J?(*)ti49(ir>itKai<SMI?J JT^^JTWITT II 



(P 116) 

The date of His Highness* reign is liom 1729 to 1758 A D 
(004 to 9 ^3 M E ) 

There are many points worthy of mention here by vntue 
of the importance of the theme and also of the work 

Here is i synopsis His Highness Martanda Varma 
got disgusted with the task of goveirnng the country for Jong 
as it tended to lead the ^ ay to the decadence of his devotion and 
the influence o infatuation Once while dexoutly worship- 
ping the God Sri Pidmanabha \\ith the desne of carrying on 
the Government of the country without any infringement of 



his di \otioiu Hi> IIi.$hmss h,id a MSIOU of the Loid and 
obtained ^ benediction horn the fixations eity, 



" (p 10) 

Ih it lu \vould not be t>c?aet vvith infatuation even though he 
might IK* i vi liming th*iuins ol goveinment. Kurthei, ha 
\vas blvvd to i ill* ^ the viceioy and btivant ot Sri Padma- 
nlhlu ilU*i MMKA ding His dilapidated temple at Trivandium 
\\ith th * H^uum^ tcquirod Ihiough tha subjugation of the 
num**ios unghh niiinvj pnntvs, by piopitiatmg Sil Fadma 
nihha by tin porloinutwe of Mahabhi?eki cciomony, accord- 
ing to ll!L|auy 1 1 it* ^ r and lhtn by dedicating the kingdom to 
Hun Thus in ful, the kmft attained the gratification of 
lunng -iylul B Ui M~uUnda, and reah/ed the result of such a 
hoiuMlittiun h> tin* unasMtnj oi nches Ihiough conquests, by 
tho n fc jto\ 1'ion of tomph'S l>> tht pcifoinnnce of the Maha 
bhHfka and 1>\ (hi dedu iliou ol the whole kingdom to 
Si I Pidfinn ihht Phils though theie are numerous topics 
tt) !H iloilt \\ith, tlu 4 pun^ipal theme is the ^dedication of the 
cntiii UMlm niduduit; the conquests to Si I Padmanabha 
pi\ eult *1 h) tlu* Milial>hiMki cviemony Th 1 whole theme 
h is Inou wrnpn -^t d into tin h\o acts ot the diama 

Ai*( I By \v i> of ininnlmfion, the king namtes to 
his mnnVt'i * his \t-inn nt Si I Pidmauabln ind the project 
>i iiiM\itiuu of tho ti-iupK* 1>> in MIIS of the wealth acquued 
tlnough roni|U^l*" 

A<*1 II 'l!n king toniw nc^ his \ictoiious march 
troiu ^urhniili mi, it '* tin- drmUion of cowb to Brahmins 
and *luM^ tlie Iiiir-appiuMif to have the \\ork of the 
"XUli'in KtluUV jtMltd in tmndancc with theLoids 
ninmiiml, b\ tin- jit.tS unt Pilluki, Rmgaian^ka, for the 
vuk- ot th* tinuMniij dtinn^the dtys of bcpaiatiou, ot his 
suhjMU \\hn \\*rM u*ii i*' UH omp my the king 

AH II i Tin dt M i ipi-uw uf the ilifferout places reached 
}>\ tin* kin*f<luiuf{ his \icloniws nuich \n<\ the different 
iHi*linu ilul o *uutd HI th<M*plus upto his ictuin 

V<t I\ IV knit? iUnns Ciom his VKtonous cimp- 
UMI, t>idci^ lh* it'ii'Mtn>n ol the* temple within > days, 
UMl'llu- |K!iunniu* ot tin* Malubhiw*kfi, making the SiT 
Piilitn iiiliM" IIH ibodi during the Mahftbhweka ceremony 



observes religious au^tontu^ ind iMinpwMl In tin olm i 
of aitisnns inspects the Sil Padmuuiblu iYtnpl<* \vhirh lu 
been lenovated in accoid,uioe with nistuu tir>ns 

Act V Attci piopitutaiij Sn Padwmtbln I*} th<> 
MahclDhi?oka ceremony, thokni^ ves'ul with ill UK* t*mhlcins 
o a mouaich dedicates his kingdom to Hint Vml ^i inous 
to His devotees, the God ble^i s iht> kiiu? uid pcnruls him 
to practice hi-s devotion Finally jjfit.it" }M^(S and ^lu>ht> 
are honoured by th> king, all ioy.il <>Mh*iv ht*ing -uulihed !>y 
the emblem of Si I Pa<lnianibha 



No\v, Ictus consid i ho\\ niitth i> III^IOMI illy Uuo in 
the above matter Themes llnr uio di) andttnph in laot 
an* tians muted by gicit p'ets into bnllnnt tu<* H]i-hillt 
ones by the powci o tlien inwmiiihon if clt*p<Mils on ih 
critic e\en then to cnjo^ the ossowvof if in m tv Kutu 1 ^pint 
So too, many incidents have been tnhnkul lu-n* in i spinf t*i 
romance Howvcr tho ficts nvntmui^d IH^OU, on Piffinjf, 
deseiveto be noted Fast, tlu cours* <>t <lu \titoi if >u^ 
march is tiaced 



It is thus known that the km w btaiiwl fioin Suoluiulnun in 
a north easterly duccbon along the sta shoio and marched 
into the Plndya kingdom* From the stan/ is, 



" 



we learn that he went to Srliangam and himself remaining 
there, sent torwaid his commanders. 



5 

Again, we kain from stanzas, 



^ 



f?w $nfer *frer u" 
(p 32) 



srsr 

\ %^r 



(P 38) 

that the King Balamarlanda subdued all the pimces m the 
ea&t, west and north The victory over the prince o 
5&^TW or KakkHi is historically authentic. The conquest of 
Keiala upto the Kola country and such other exploits of him 
appeal to flavour of imaginative romance 

He seems to have pioceeded from Srirangam to Ham- 
e&varam, thence to Thiruchendui and from there to Ni\ati 
ruppatj, as is evident from the following verses 



\ 
flfn ti^'i^r^ t^niH^^^ \\ n 

(P 34) 



" (p 35) 



(P-37) 



(P 40) 

A few o f hei facts mentioned m the diaraa deserve to be 
noticed heie 

(1) Theie was dancing in celebration of Navaratn fest- 
ival in the MilUiaja'fc palace This was in vogue till last 
year (vida page 2) 

(2) The king obsened the vow of Mftghasnfina that 
lasted 01 a month (vide page 3) 

(3) The AlanUiadana uas prevalent even in the time 
of Balamartanda Vaima (vide page 14) 

(4) The execution of Madampis is refeired to (vide 
page 16) 

(5) Mention has been mide \\ith regard to the claying 
of the rebels Pappu Tampi and Hainan Tampi, famous as 
Ilay^ Tampis (vide page 16; 

(6) Mention is made of the conquest of Quilon (vjde 
page 16) 

(7) The battle Tuth the Dutch at Colacchel and the 
capture of De Lannoy aie leferied to (vide page 16) 



(1) 

(2) 
(d) 
(4) 

(5) u 



u" 



(7) 



(8) Refeience to the donation of the Mahoda} agraraa 
(vide page 23) 

(9) The kings Inrl Vaismvic tendencies at the time 
(vide page 50) 

(10) The kings worshipped God wi hm the temple, 
only after circumambulating outside (vide pago 51), 

(11) There weie 8 Yoga Biahmms who weie the custod 
lans of the temple and the couns llors of the king who had 
but a half vote (vide page 51) 

(12) The word Karyakara is but the Sanskmized form 
of Raryakkai which obtains e\ en now (vide page 52) 

(13) The Sri Padam palace which is located to the noith 
of the Lord's feet appears to be significantly so called The 
holy waters that wash the feet of Si I Padmanabha collect 
there and sanctify the spot (vide page 53) 

(14) Mahidharendranaudim is the princess Rani Parvati 
Bhai, His Highness' sis f ei and mother of pimce Si! Rama 
Varma (vide page 54) 

(15) Reference has been made to Ottakkal Mandapam 
(the single slab-dais) (vide page 74) 

(16) Reference to the Anaval -whose office is to report to 
the king the affairs of the temple (vide page 74). 

(17) Refeience to the Tamil Brahmins known as 
"Dasas" who perfoini services in the temple (vide page 76} 



(8) 

(9 ) 
(10) 



(11) U ? 

(12) **<r3n 



(13) u ^T^fK^t^^ ftwr i u 

(11) 

(15) 



( 1 6) c 4 
(17) 



(18) The palace of His Highness was then situated in- 
side the Sri Padam piemises and ^hcn h< 1 visited the tem- 
ple, he ^01 shipped Sri Kngna fiist, as he had to pass that 
way (vide page 78) 

(19) The king pia^ed to Sri Padmanabha, to accept the 
burden of Goveinraent fiom him (page 81) 

(20) Santikaia is the Sanskiitized 01 m of Saritikkanm 
tha: obtains to the present day (\ide page 82) 

(21) Reference to the king's wish that Grod Sri Padma- 
nibha should be anointed ab the Mahaiaja (vide page 83). 

(22) The "Dasa' class was entiusted with the business 
of keep ng the cows and also the rice for pi epanng Paysam 
(milk-pudding) (p 85 ) 

(23) Sri Padrnanabha accepted the soveieignty and offer- 
ed a swoid and shield to the king in recognition of his vice- 
roy alty (page 86) 

(24) The image of the child ^1 Kii^na laid m tho ciadle 
placed to the south of the Ottakkal Mandapam is reined t j 
(vide page 88) 



(18) ' K 4^q^qmftTO^*TO^ 
(1 9) 



(20) " 

(21) ^ 

(22) " 

(23) u 



WRIT mr " 
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(25) M.dUsupAdliikAn is the Sanskriti7od name of the 
offiooi who is designated "Vahapaiippukaiau" (vulo page 

/0 j 

(2<>) The king., of Tiavancoie horn the time o Mai- 
Undav.umi wete (o bo styled Yuvara^ and the toim 
Mahaiijn is lu *t a veibal cmbclhshmimt Furthoi the 
custom (akos loot h>ie that all mlcis o the coimtiy should 
pw oideis undei the emblem and seal ot Si I Padmanabba 
(vido j)age 108) 

(27) The symbol of &f P.vlminfcbh,i'b feet, adoinmcr the 
ciest of the kings ot Tnuancoie lo thi fe day is suggestive 
ot thi tact Lhtt the king is His servant (vide page 109) 

Now, we shall <onsidei th" mend ottbo'woik. It is 
clui fiom the \voids ot the actress, 



that this play belongs to the "Kataka" typo of diamatic 
comp(jsitions and the name of thi'diaim JBal iiuaiiAndavnaya 
is Buggextive of the essence ot the theme piesentwl In con- 
formity with the definition, 



11" 



(25) ; 
<') ' 



q;?r 



g 



s 

u" - 



N30 
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this is a full fledged Xataka, with tlv celebiated king Mar 
tandavarrni as its hero and with the d ^hneation of the heroic 
sentiment which is in hannony with th3 exalted virtues of the 
hero, in consonance with the spirit ot conquest and culmin- 
ating m the noble sentiment of devotion And m keeping 
with the dictates of the DisaiQpaka, 



\ 



theio is the indication of the plot in, 



it" (p 4) 

nnd of chiracteis in, 



(p 4). 

All the chaiactcjristic featuies of a classical drama are 
manifest in thi^ woik and we do not propose to dilate upon 
tint point And in legaid to the piopnety of naming the 
\\ork Bdlamditandavrjavi, \\econsider that the drama has 
l^een appropriately so named b\ the poet who appears to 
give piomincnce to the facfc that n Padrnanabha is the an- 
ointed king and the MaharSrja is but His Viceroy , the affix 
Bala being suggestive of the modestj ot the king It nught 
equally be aigaed that the diaina could properly be called 
Vha M'trtandi Viju \ as it tieats of the victory of the he- 
roic M&itanda Yuma ovei all his foes, mteinal as well as 
extern \1 The poet explicitly endeavouis to justify in ways 
manifold, the title 'Baia Martanda 7 of the hero, whose pro 
wess and heroism and victory recurrently figure in the 
work e g , 

(p, 4) 



(p 17) 

i 
if (p 20) 

and our surmise that his successors also accepted thib title as 
an embellishment to then modesty gams ground. 

There is a to\\n established by His Highness Bala 
Rama \arma, Bal tiamapura by name, situated eight miles 
east of Tw indi um In ancient almanacs there is the woid 



11 

B r tla used instc i(i of Pah m tho title Vancipftla occm ring 
m modern almanacs of Ti uMncoie Without investigating 
the origin o the oceuuenco of the woid Bah, Pala was 
inserted as it xppuned .ippiopmte in the sense of piotector 
But it fippeus to us that the \\oid Blla is more in keeping 
with the tiond of facts Inloie us 

It is tus> to undoz stand tint the poet follows the style 
of Kahdasi ocncialK, ind hence occasional imitation and 
p u tial pi igi u ism m e noticeable Note the imitation, 



u" 



(Sakunfcila) 
qr i 
firarrfhrr swr u 



" 



(P 4) 

and tho adoption ol woids Dholes tie, 



(p 14) 

The pott apjHMi 1o have been fond of the style of the Mu- 
diaiakasa iKo in sunil a situ itions e c) , 



5) 

$ TT^^nrr TPTT 

3 



srrfq 1 ^mn n f) 

( P 18) 

Thcic arc imimioii^ nisLuicos ot beautiful passages to 
bo ntcd iioin ih A\oik \\ o cite the following stun/a, 



n" (p 62), 
tit random 



12 

It may bo m?ntion-d h ic that the hcio of this play, 
king Martanda Vairai, has figured laiqely in MakyaJam 
hteiature The enthusiastic eulogie-. bj Kamapuiathu Variei 
m Kucheiivuttam Vanchippattu and by Kunchan Nambiyai 
m SabhapraveSam Thullal are eloquent; testimonies of "the 
heroism of the gieat king Both of them were the con- 
temporal les of king Maitandi Vaima Recently a Kilip- 
pittu dealing with the exploits of this foimei sovereign o 
Travancoie was diseoveied and published b} Mr M. ILtjaraja 
Varma M A,BL The malayalam novel, Mai tanda Varma 
by the talented authoi Mi C V Hainan Pillai B A , lias 
king Martanda Varma as its cential figuie The undying 
reputation ot the king has thus got embedded in the mala- 
yalam literature The piesent publication is unique inas- 
much as it is the only bansknt work in which this heroic 
ancestor of om Maha Raja has been portrayed m the halo o 
his illustrious achievements 

We have been able to piocme only one manuscript of 
the work which is about 150 yeais old and that is deficient 
miespect of the loss of two leaves m the beginning and 
middle But we wish to offer the woik to tha public with- 
out any delay as it treats of the histoiy of oui royal dyn- 
asty and particularly as it panegyrizes the glones o His 
Highness the ever memorable Martanda Varma The 
manuscript is m Grantha character and has been obtained 
trom the 1'brary of Purushottamai Vasudevar, Vattappallz 
Matjham, Suchindram The mtere&t he manifests m the 
safe preservation of these manuscripts is kudable indeed. 
His enthusiasm m the pieseivation of such manuscripts and 
the otter of this for publication m our senes have been but in- 
adequately Awarded b y the piesent we have made of our 
publications to him. We offer our sincere thanks to him and 
hope that other bibhophils like him may feel inclined to 
assist us with loans, of such valuable and interesting 
manuscripts. *=* 



10-1^-1106 ) K SAMBA&VA 



ws 



11 ' 



(So ^ W ??) 



f<faT ifJj 

u" 



"1 referred the matter to the elder members of my fami- 
ly Devaraja, whose full name is Devaraja Sa&trial is my 
Grandfather's grandfather in the male line He was one ^ of 
the donees of the Asramam gramam near Suchindrum, wbiich. 
as you know, was gifted over to 12 Brahmins under a Royal 
gift deed in the year 940 M E He was therefore a con - 
temporary of then Highness the famous Martandavarma arid 
his successor Rama Varma No further information is avail- 
able about his life His ancestral place was I learn* Patta- 
madai in the Tumavelly District wherefrom he migrated to 
Travancore " 
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